
 

Asia Perspectives 2013 

 

13
th

- 14
th

 March 2013 

 

 
Beyond Strategies: Cultural Dynamics in Asian Connections 

 

The Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies will be convening an International 

Seminar on Beyond Strategies: Cultural Dynamics in Asian Connections during 

February/March, 2013. The aim of the proposed seminar is to focus on a wide array of 

established as well as emerging cultural patterns which will facilitate in envisioning and 

contesting linkages across the Asian space along with their social, political and economic 

ramifications.  

 

While strategic issues continue to be the crucial element for policy formulation be it at the  

local, regional, national and global level, however, there are significant dimensions outside 

the hard core foreign policy framework that remain by and large unappreciated in policy-

related literature. These dimensions envelop a rather wide range of actions/activities, which 

essentially comprise what could be broadly referred to as constituting cultural dynamics. The 

idea is to look beyond the radar of strategic relationships, particularly  at socio-cultural 

engagements encompassing both  institutions and communities that in turn involve a large 

number of citizens cutting across boundaries; reiterating and reemphasising a sense of 

belonging or (un)belonging.  

Contemporary challenges in the local, regional, national and global sense raise crucial queries 

about cultural affinities and inclusive futures across the world in general and Asia in 

particular. This is an epoch where trans-cultural, trans-national and multicultural belonging 

are being tried and tested by way of environmental calamity, economic instability, insularity, 

notions of pluralistic and multicultural exhaustion, and war. A primary challenge lies in the 

contradiction of culture, in which belonging has become both an essential concern of 

conservation, tradition and survival; as well as one of hybridity, transgression, opportunity 

and conversion. The intention is to respond to these encounters between the inclusiveness and 

exclusivity of cultures by initiating debate and discussion, critical reflection and examination 

of emerging social and cultural identities that are formed at the crossroads of multiple and 



multi-sited belonging within the Asian expanse stretching from West Asia through Eurasia, 

South Asia to Southeast Asia.   

 

 

The seminar aims at exploring the following themes: 

 

1. Cultural narratives of belonging/non belonging including diaspora narratives 

 

2. Cultural politics across borders: perceptions on culture, limits and borders  

 

3. Cultural dynamics and developmental processes  

 

4. Culture Studies encompassing gender studies, literary, media, film/video studies, 

communication studies, translation studies, museum studies and art history/criticism.  

 

5. Transforming cultures: visualising new conceptions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film_studies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communication_studies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Translation_studies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_studies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_history

